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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 
10/120,351 , filed on 12 April 2002. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 09 January 2004 was 
filed and is being considered by the examiner. 

Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

-Insert --, now U.S. Patent No. 6,672,706.- in line 1 on page 1 after "April 12, 
2002". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Silverbrook et al (US 6,443,555). 
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Regarding claim 1, Silverbrook et al disclose in Figures 12 and 13 the following 
claimed features: 

A printing mechanism (56) that comprises: 
-. a housing (56, 66, 69); 

- a pair of spaced support members (43, 59) that are positioned on either side 
of the housing (56, 66, 69); 

- first and second primary rollers (1 0, 1 3); 

- a first platen (upper metal platen, opposite the printhead units 3, Fig. 13) that 
is mounted between the support members (43, 59) and is positioned on one 
side of the rollers (10, 13) to define the print area (print zone); 

- a second platen (lower metal platen in contact with feed roller 10 to the media 
exit point 14) that is mounted between the support members and is positioned 
on an opposite side of the rollers (10, 13), the primary rollers (10, 13) and the 
platens (upper and lower metal platens) defining a print medium feed path 
(beginning at media entry point 1 1 ) that extends over an inner side (on top of 
lower platen) of the second platen (lower platen), the second primary roller 
(13), and an outer side (on top of upper platen) of the first platen (upper 
platen), the first and second primary rollers (10, 13) being configured to 
engage a length of print medium (41 ) and to drive the print medium (41 ) along 
the feed path on rotation of the primary rollers (10, 13); 

- a support assembly (Figures 13 and 17, element 8) that is mounted between 
the support members (43, 59); and 
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- a printhead assembly (3) that is positioned on the support assembly (Figure 
17) and that includes an array of printhead chips (1 , 2) that are positioned to 
span the print area, each printhead chip (1,2) incorporating a plurality of 
nozzle arrangements that are directed towards the first platen (upper platen) 
to carry out a printing operation on the print medium (41 ) as it passes over the 
first platen (upper platen). 
Regarding claim 2, the primary rollers (10, 13) are rotatable (47) to drive the 
length of print media (41 ) successively over the inner surface (on top of lower platen) of 
the second platen (lower platen), the second primary roller (13) and the outer surface 
(on top of upper platen) of the first platen (upper platen). 

Regarding claim 3, the support assembly (Figure 17) includes a chasis (8) and a 
channel member (space where the pinthead units 3 are situated on) that is mounted on 
the chasis (8), the printhead assembly (3) including an ink distribution structure (Figure 
19, ink connectors 4) that is positioned in a channel defined by the channel member and 
the array of printhead chips (1 , 2), which are positioned on the ink distribution structure 
(Figure 19). 

Regarding claim 4, the chasis (8) is displaceable (column 6, lines 53-55) towards 
and away from the first platen (upper platen), the support assembly including a 
displacement mechanism (24) that is operable to displace the chasis (8) towards and 
away from the first platen (upper platen). 

Regarding claim 6, a brush member (45) is mounted in the housing (56) adjacent 
the second primary roller (13), the brush member (45) having a profile (sheet 41 is fed 
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between the brush 45 and secondary roller 13) that corresponds to the secondary 
primary roller (13) such that the print medium feed path extends between the brush 
member (45) and the second primary roller (13). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 5 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

The primary reason for the allowance of claim 5 is the inclusion of the limitation 
of a printing mechanism that includes a cutting mechanism mounted between the 
support members, the cutting mechanism including a cutter that is displaceable with 
respect to the first platen to traverse the first platen thereby carrying out a cutting 
operation on the print medium. It is this limitation found in the claims, as it is claimed in 
the combination of, that has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of 
record which makes these claims allowable over the prior art. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Fabbri (US 6,068,367) discloses in Figures 1-3 a modular 
printhead (1) having a support frame (3) and a plurality of printhead modules (5), the 
frame (3) having a plurality of mounting sites (column 4, lines 45-51) for mounting 
respective printhead modules (5) to the frame (3). Kubatzki et al (US 5,850,240) 
discloses an ink jet head is composed of three identical ink printer modules (1 , 3, 5) and 
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two identical spacer parts (2, 4) respectively arranged between them. Crystal et al (US 
6,290,332 B1) discloses a reciprocating carriage assembly having twelve individual ink 
jet pen receptacles and a manual vertical adjustment feature so that precision control of 
critical printing parameters is easily practiced. 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to An H. Do whose telephone number is 571-272-2143. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen D. Meier can be reached on 571-272-2149. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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